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New persimmon cultivar ‘Neo sweet’

Takeshi Niitkawa, Mayu Sugiura, Takeshi Ozeki and Tetsuya Suzuki
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Abstract

A new persimmon -cultivar, Neo Sweet, was
developed at the Gifu Prefectural Agricultural
Technology Center in 2005. This cultivar was selected
from a cross between ‘Sinsyu’ and ‘Taisyu’. In 2015,
the developers applied for a plant variety registration
under the Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry and
Fisheries (MAFF) for ‘Neo Sweet, and it was
published as a provisional protected variety. On the
basis of the PVP seed act, Neo Sweet’ was granted the
registration number 26286 on February 22, 2017.

‘Neo Sweet’ is moderately vigorous and spreading in
shape. This cultivar is bisexual, and, thus, produces
both male and female flowers, with a higher
production of female flowers than does ‘Taisyu’. Neo
Sweet’ has no diseases or pests of particular concern.
The harvest season begins in mid to late October,
which is similar to that of Matsumotowase-Fuyu'.

The fruit weight of ‘Neo Sweet’ is comparable to that
of Matsumotowase-Fuyu’ and 100 g lighter than that
of ‘Taisyu’. The fruit skin is red at harvest time and
reaches 6.0 on the color chart value in late October.
Although shallow concentric cracks often occur on the
fruit skin, they are finer than those of Taisyu’. ‘Neo
Sweet’ has no fruit cracking at the stylar-end and rare
cracking at the calyx-end. Soluble sugar content in
fresh juice is >20°Brix, which is 3°Brix higher than
that of other varieties harvested during the same
time period. The fruit flesh has a good texture and is
moderately fine and juicy, which is similar to that of
‘Taisyu’.

Key words
Brix, Cross-breeding, Diospyros kaki, Fruit quality,

New cultivar
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