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Abstract
“Heavy Snowfall of 2006” has left devastating damage
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to tea estates in Ibi area, Gifu Prefecture. Maximum
snow depth of 90cm was recorded in Ikeda Test Site of
Gifu Prefectural Agricultural Technology Center,
which took more than one month to melt. Many
broken branches and cracked tea plants were observed
as the physical damage from the snow. Also, the
prolongation of snowcap caused the overwintering
leaves to turn red and die and winter buds to freeze,
leading to the reduction of the first crop. In an effort
to recover from the snow damage, we have pruned the
tea trees by collar pruning or medium pruning after
first crop of tea. It took three years for the amount of
first crop in the treated sections to recover to the
equivalent level to that in the untreated sections, thus
the treatment is considered disadvantageous from the
business perspective during this period. However,
from the longer-term perspective, it was concluded
that the pruning allowed young shoots to arise from
the lower part of tea plants, enabling to keep the tree
height low and to produce steady amount of crops.
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