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Breeding of a New Flannel Flower (Actinotus helianthi Labill) “Honey Whip” “Honey Muscat”

Hiroki Matsufuru and Katsuhiko Kato
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Abstract

In 2015, we started selecting mutant lines of
flannel flowers, an original potted flower
variety in Gifu Prefecture, to cultivate a
variety with cream-colored flowers and no
yellowing of the lower leaves, which can
reduce pre-shipment work. In 2016, we
selected two lines for producing yellow potted
flowers with a lower occurrence of yellow leaf
development from ion-beam-irradiated seeds,
and fixed the same through in-house seeding
and selection. In 2021, we conducted a survey
and tested their characteristics, and in 2023
applications for seed registration were filed
under the names "Honey Whip" and "Honey
Muscat." The “Honey Whip” has cream-
colored, medium-sized, polycyclic flowers.
The plant stands upright, and the shape is not
easily disturbed, even when planted in large
pots. The “Honey Muscat" has a gradation of
green, yellow and cream colors from the outer
petals, and is more compact and has more
small flowers than the "Fairy Moon." Both

varieties are seasonal, flowering in the spring.

Key words
Yellow-White Color, Reduce Yellow Leaves, Pot Flower,
Flannel Flower, New Variety
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